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formerly the chief product of the island, but owing to the collapse
of the market, largely as a result, it is said, of the extension of the
Cuban plantations beyond the limits of actual requirements, the
output of Jamaica has declined greatly in value, and bananas now
account for more than one half of the total exports of the island.
These find their chief markets in the United States, Great Britain,
and Canada. Other exports include pimento, coffee, logwood and
logwood extract, rum, and cocoa. The population, which numbers
1,200,000, consists mainly of negroes and mulattos. Kingston is the
chief port, but much of the banana trade** is carried on through Port
Antonio.
HISPANIOLA
Hispaniola is divided between the two mulatto republics of
Haiti and Santo Domingo. Both are in an undeveloped condition.
Sugar, coffee, and cocoa are among the chief exports.
PUERTO Rtco
Puerto Rico belongs to the United States, and considerable atten-
tion is being paid to its development. Irrigation has been introduced
where necessary, and the island appears to be in a prosperous
condition. Sugar-cane, tobacco, and coffee are all exported, mainly
to the United States.
LESSER ANTILLES
The Lesser Antilles" are divided among Britain, France, Holland,
and the United States. The British possess Barbados, the Wind-
ward Islands, the Leeward Islands, Trinidad, and Tobago. From
Barbados the principal exports are sugar and molasses. In the
Leeward Islands, Dominica and Montserrat produce limes, and
Antigua and St. Kitts sugar. St. Vincent, in the Windward group,
exports the best sea-island cotton grown in the West Indies. Cacao
is cultivated in St. Lucia and Grenada, and sugar in St. Lucia.
Trinidad, in addition to the usual tropical products, exports
petroleum and asphalt, the latter obtained from a pitch lake found
in the island. Of the French possessions, Martinique, the most
important, is actively engaged in the cultivation of sugar. The
Bahamas, also a British possession, export tomatoes, sponges, and
sisal hemp, but the latter two are less important than formerly.